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PRESIDENT

I

hope you’ve had an enjoyable riding season
this year, and though the temperatures have
fallen, you wont hear me complaining about the
weather. We all know that I complain too much
already, so I don’t see any sense in complaining
about something that we can’t do anything about
anyway. We’ll get back to things that we CAN do
something about later.

If you’re beginning to no�ce a recurring theme
in this report, it is purposeful. I cannot stress
enough how important it is for us to be involved
in the upcoming elec�ons.
Elec�ons have
consequences, and without us standing together
to speak up for our interests, there is no likelihood
that anyone else will do so on our behalf.

The legisla�ve session ended this year without This organiza�on has limited ourselves in the past
any substan�ve developments on our agenda of by not being willing to do the things it takes to
motorcycle rights and safety. While some will use be successful in poli�cs. We have the op�on to
change that now, and that is what I’m calling on
the excuse that it is difficult to get
you to help with. Since we all have
anything done in the dysfunc�onal
a different interest and availability,
“We have the option to
capitol of our state, none of us can
escape the responsibility of being change that now, and that is there are many op�ons available to
aware and involved, which includes what I’m calling on you to be involved, and I will be happy to
answer any ques�ons, and discuss
help with.“
lobbying our ‘representa�ves’ to
these opportuni�es with you. I
fight for our cause. Without this
can be reached at 585-329-7635,
important factor in place, it’s not
likely that anyone else is going to be able to fully or ericcarslton@yahoo.com.
understand the issues important to us.
Our chapter has struggled this year with a lack
The general elec�on is upon us, and our �me of support from our members, and the local
to get representa�ves, or candidates to make a motorcycling community. If anything rela�ng to
promise to support our agenda of motorcycle the helmet law, motorcycle only ‘safety checks’,
rights and safety is waning. This is the �me, and lack of accountability for those that fail to yield the
one of the ways that WE CAN make a difference. right of way of motorcycles, etc... is going to change
The next, and most important thing for us to do (like they have in other states), our a�tudes and
will to turn out the vote for these candidates in willingness to support our cause needs to change
too. If motorcycle rights and safety isn’t important
the general elec�on November 4th.
to us, why should it be important to anyone else?
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Your rights, your freedoms, your life, depends on
your investment and willingness to fight for them.
November 4th is our next chance to do so, and we
can’t afford to sit this one out.

through our social media op�ons. You are
welcome to contact me if you have any ques�ons
about the local or statewide candidates appearing
on your ballot.

You’ll find adver�sements from some of the local
candidates that support us in this issue. Your
legisla�ve team is working to confirm as many
other endorsements as we can for the upcoming
elec�on, and we will promote those candidates

“We in America do not have government by the
majority. We have government by the majority
who par�cipate.” Thomas Jefferson
~Eric~
scan with smartphone app to
e-mail the Chapter President

Senator Joe Robach
56th Senate District
2300 West Ridge Road
Rochester, NY 14626
(585) 225-3650
www.robach.nysenate.gov

e-mail:robach@nysenate.gov

Yard Signs
Contact Eric Carlston 585-329-7635

ABATE of New York, Inc. Aims and Purposes
To review and inform our members about federal, state and local levels of government motorcycle legislation
and to promote favorable motorcycle legislation.
To improve road conditions thus making it safer for motorcyclists.
To help prevent accidents through education and public awareness.
To promote positive community relations.
To promote political involvement of motorcyclists.

To act as a legislative liaison between motorcyclists and government authorities, police departments,
government agencies, insurance companies and other organizations.
To report and discourage biased news reporting of motorcyclists.
To present and promote a better public image of motorcyclists.
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Monroe County ABATE Community Partners
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ROAD CAPTAIN

S

Easy Does It

low and steady wins when it comes to riding in the rain. To
a novice motorcyclist riding in the rain can be a very scary
thought, but to a experienced rider, being on the road in the rain
can be no big deal. It’s all about understanding the adjustments you
need to make to keep the ride going.
A simple fact is if you are not dressed properly, riding in the rain can
be a miserable experience. Getting soaked on your motorcycle can
make you cold and uncomfortable, which not only dampens the fun,
but can also stop you from focusing on staying safe at a time when
being focused is extra important.
To help you stay dry and alert, a good rain suit (pants and jacket)
provides basic protection for your body. A proper rain suit will also
help you stay visible. High visibility clothing is especially important
in the rain. Most rain suits are designed with bright colors and/or
reflective highlights. Waterproof all weather riding boots are also a
good idea. Staying comfortable is the key to how far you go in rain
proofing yourself and also how far you have to ride can be a factor.
Once you are properly outfitted and focused on the road, the first rule
of riding in the rain is to assume your ability to stop and maneuver
will be compromised. Adjust your speed and following distance
accordingly and always have an escape route for evasive maneuvers
if necessary. Make all your steering, throttle, and braking inputs more
gradually. Ease on and off the throttle, apply the brakes more gently.
Slow down more when approaching a corner and keep the bike more
upright than usual when making the turn. Doing all this will help you
keep your tires in contact with the road surface.

has come between your tire and the road. This can happen when
riding through standing water, which can cause a motorcycle to
hydroplane. Your tire will act like a water ski and ride across the
top of the water and loose contact with the road. If you see standing
water, avoid it if you can. Otherwise, roll of the throttle gently and
keep your bike as upright as possible, and stay off the brakes as you
go through the puddle.
Keep your eyes open for surfaces that become ultra-slick when wet
such as railroad tracks, manhole covers, crosswalk lines, bridge
gratings and steel construction plates to name a few. Another
trouble spot is at a stop light or stop sign. Any spot where cars stop
and wait is more likely to have oil on the ground, especially in the
center of the lane.
Finally, when it comes to riding the rain, know your limits and
comfort level. Always put safety ahead of your pride. It’s always
okay to wait and don’t be pressured into thinking otherwise. A
smart rider builds a little extra time into the ride schedule to account
for possible bad weather.
Ride Safe!
Tom

The key to riding in the rain is to maintain traction. Wet, slippery
roads cause more potential problems for a 2 wheel vehicle than a
4 wheel vehicle. If a car looses traction, it’s relatively simple to
recover. On a motorcycle you may be on the ground before you
realize what happened.
Today’s motorcycle tires are much better at maintaining traction on
the road than their older counterparts. It’s the rubber, not the tread
that actually provides the grip on the road. The tread is there to
channel water away from the rubber, giving it a better opportunity to
stick to the road.
When you skid on a wet surface, it’s because a thin layer of water
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Bajorek Insurance Agency

www.bajorekagencyinc.com
3462 Monroe Ave. Pittsford, NY 14534
(585) 248-3810 Toll Free (877) 427-3302

Protecting Your Rights In Our Nation’s Capital!
Motorcycle Riders Foundation
Congratulates ABATE of Illinois

MRF National Recognition:
1987

The MRF, working with grass-roots activists, stopped
legislation that would ban the sale of “superbikes”

1991

MRF was instrumental in removing all references to
“Motorcycle” from the DeDoncini Outlaw Gang Bill

1995

MRF and our SMRO Partners succeed in repealing the
federal helmet law blackmail against the states.

1998

MRF and SMROs persuade Congress to include NHTSA
Lobby Ban and prohibition of motorcycle bans on
federally funded roads in Transportation Funding bill.

2000

MRF and New England motorcyclists came together to
stop Helmet Law

2001

Health Insurance Discrimination rules challenged

2004

MRF releases “EPA for the Layman” for highway
motorcycles

2005

MRF was instrumental in defeat of Senator
Lautenburg’s national helmet law amendment

2006

MRF ushered 44 states into the Federal Motorcycle
Safety Program, obtaining grants totaling $6 million per
year for State motorcycle safety programs.

2006

MRF was a key player in creating the National
Motorcycle Advisory Council.

2007

MRF works with Congress against the NTSB push for
national helmet laws.

On Wednesday, February 26th ABATE of
Illinois made history. They successfully
lobbied for a resolution that was passed by
the State House of Representatives. The
resolution throws the weight of the general
assembly behind a federal bill that would
conduct a scientific study on the effects
of the new blend of fuel known as E15.
This new blend is up from the previously
approved blend of E10 fuel that contains
up to 10% ethanol.
When the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) issued the waiver that
allowed for the sale of E15 they did not
study the effects of the blend on the
internal components of an engine. In
fact, motorcycles are not even on the
list of vehicles approved by the EPA to
use the new blend. Using the blend in a
motorcycle, boat, lawn mower etc could be
a violation of federal law as they were not
included in the waiver.
The Illinois general assembly resolution
supports H.R. 875, a bill in the United
States House of Representatives that
would halt the sale of E15 until an
independent scientific study is conducted
on the effects of E15 on motorcycles
and every other vehicle. Representative
Sensenbrenner (R-WI) sponsored the bill.
“This sends a crystal clear message to
Washington. A top corn growing state is
telling the EPA to do its homework” Said
Jeff Hennie Vice President of Government
Relations and Public Affairs for the
Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF). He
added “The EPA never even considered
what the E15 could do to a small air cooled
engine or really any other engine except
for a handful of passenger vehicles.”
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The Highway Bill funding crisis has been avoided, for now.
The Highway Bill funding crisis has been avoided, for now. The transportation spending fund also known
as the highway trust fund was set to go bankrupt this August. The Band-Aid approach of patching together
extension after extension to keep the fund solvent has been Congress’s method of operation since 2008.
The House of Representatives passed an extension to the fund that passed the House 367-55. The
bipartisan measure is expected to be voted on in the Senate next week and is likely to pass. This
temporary fix will last until May of 2015 and cost $10.8 billion.
What the quick fix fails to address is the main, underling problem with the highway trust fund, it does not
raise enough money. The fund relies on a gas tax that has not been raised since 1993. Trying to operate
and maintain a national transportation infrastructure in 2014 with 1993 type spending power is a lesson in
disaster.
Some in Congress do want to raise the gas tax to an appropriate amount. Senators Bob Corker (R-TN) and
Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT) have a proposal that would boost the funding and restore the purchasing
power to the trust fund. Their proposal is reasonable, it would raise the gas tax this year by six cents and
then another six cents the following year. After that the gas tax would be indexed for inflation to ensure
that the trust fund remain stable.
That proposal was pretty much dead on arrival. With an election around the corner most of Congress
is reluctant to vote for a tax hike that would be felt by nearly every single voter. But it makes sense to
increase the user fee for a system that needs heavy repair. Most Americans don’t want to pay more for
something like fuel that is already over priced in the opinion of many. But it is likely that those same
Americans are not happy with their roads and bridges so increasing a user fee that has not changed for 20
plus years makes a little more sense.
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation will keep you updated on this issue.
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I’m happy to report that on our 15th anniversary of the Flag Day Freedom Rally,
we were able to leave the city proper for the 1st �me, and also ride helmet
op�onal through the Towns of Greece and Gates. We thank Town of Greece
supervisor Bill Reilich, and Town of Gates supervisor Mark Assini for their help
in bringing the message of motorcycle rights through their communi�es. While
everything throughout the day may not have gone perfect, we had a fun, safe
ride, and I’m thankful for everyone that made it happen, and those of you that
rode with us. This was the 4th year that H&S Sep�c Services has sponsored the
event, and we also appreciate Mad Cat Sound, our master of ceremonies Dan
Smith, and our speakers 25th congressional candidate Mark Assini, 56th district
senator Joe Robach, and 138th assembly district candidate Peterson Vasquez.
Another 1st on this event occurred when our new member Joe Robach became
the first elected official to ride with us.
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Rich was born in Batavia and attended Pembroke High School where he earned all-county
county honors in football. He attended Adelphi University
where he played quarterback and received his bachelor’s degree in Business. After college, Rich joined WHAM Radio and wound up being the
first reporter on the scene at the Attica Prison Riots in 1971. In 1972 he was named News Director at WAXC Radio and in 1974 became Sports
Director at WHEC 10. Rich has covered numerous national events including Final Fours, Superbowls and the 5 year anniversary of 9/11.
In the community, Rich has devoted his time to Golisano Children's Hospital at Strong where he has co-hosted the annual Telethon since its
inception. He has served on the boards of Cancer Action and Ronald McDonald House and hosts a monthly radio show for Camp Good Days
and Special times. He is a member of the Monroe County Sheriff’s Foundation and serves as a Lector at St. John of Rochester Church.
Rich is a member of the Frontier Field Walk of Fame, the Section 5 football and basketball Halls of Fame, the Chase Scholarship Basketball
tournament Hall of Fame and the Rochester Americans Hall of Fame and the New York State Broadcasters Hall of Fame. Rich retired from
News10 NBC in December 2012 after a 44 year career in Broadcasting. He has been married to his wife Patricia for 43 years.
Campaign Office Phone: 585-348-9478 Campaign Office Address: 610 Pittsford Victor Rd, Pittsford, NY 14534
Email: RichFunkeforsenate@gmail.com Website: www.RichFunkeforSenate.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/RichFunkeforsenate
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MEMBERSHIP

G

et Involved
Volunteering your time helps promote the motorcycle lifestyle and protect the future of motorcycling. The best part about
volunteering with Monroe county Abate is that you get to choose what you want to do, and when you do it! The more you do, the
better for all of us. If we all pitch in, a little effort on everyone’s part will go a long way toward preserving our right to ride.
There are many ways you can help secure the future of motorcycling. The list below outlines a few suggestions. If you have additional
ideas, please let us know what we can do to support you. If you have any questions, would like information, or need guidance on getting
started, don’t hesitate to contact our team by sending an e-mail to www.abatenymonroe.org We are here to help.

•
•
•
•
•

Join Monroe County Abate
Register To Vote
Join Your local abate Chapter
Elect Motorcycle-Friendly Candidates
Attend local events

Communicate With Elected Officials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Find contact information for your elected officials
Call your elected officials
Send a letter or e-mail to your elected officials
Fax a letter to your elected officials
Schedule a meeting with your elected officials
Attend a town hall / public meeting
Share any replies you receive with Monroe County Abate

402 W. Ridge Rd. Rochester , NY 621-1480

The Brew Haus has 16 beers on tap - including Dos Equis and Guinness. Also 190 different bottled beers
Cuisines: Pub Fare
Amenities: Credit cards accepted, Take-out, Full bar, Live music, Late night

General Membership Monthly Meetings - 3rd Friday Of The Month - California Brew Haus 7pm
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Going way, way back and
rusting out is the old 1978
Dodge NYMRO
(New York Motorcycle
Rights Organization) van
which served as a
rolling office and recruiting
station until 1985. Jed and
his son Jason.

A
Blast
From
The
Past

Mail completed application to:
ABATE of New York, PO Box 167 Walker Valley, NY 12588

scan to download
membership application
Membership Application
ABATE Inc. (Monroe Chapter)

Do you want your newsletter mailed or e-mailed to you? Circle one
Go green and save the chapter money
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Monroe County Officers
For a complete descrip�on of du�es go to:
www.ABATEnyMonroe.org/officers.html
President: Eric Carlston 329-7635
Fed. Leg. Coordinator: Jeddy Tranquill 230-9303
Membership Coordinator: Dan Mammarello 698-5538
Secretary: Janice Entz 392-7408
Treasurer: Joanne Houghtaling 317-7052
Chaplin: Janice Entz 392-7408
Newsletter Editor: Mike Marlowe 303-0787
Webmaster: Mike Marlowe 303-0787
County Legislative Coordinator: John Schwartz 991-2038
Road Captain: Tom McKay 233-1400
Sergeant-at-Arms: Dirty Luke 235-7477
Joanne Houghtaling 698-6108
Daniel Mammarello 698-5538

Eric with Jason Chateauneuf as he delivers the porta -john to our
Flag Day Freedom Rally

H&S Septic Services 585-732-0600
Serving Wayne, Monroe, & Ontario Counties
www.hsseptic.com
Not only has H&S Septic Services been the only local vendor willing to accommodate our schedule for the Flag Day Freedom Rally, but
they have also sponsored this event for the past four years. Their generosity, and committment to motorcycle rights and safety are matched
only by their level of service.
In business since 1984.
We pride ourselves on our honest estimat
and reliable, quality service.
Call us today for all of your home repair and
septic service needs
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LEGISLATIVE COORDINATOR

N

ew York State is losing millions of dollars because of the helmet law as all the states around us
PA, MI, OH, MA, NH, RI, IN, IL, CN you can ride free if you choose. In a way this crooked state
deserves this but that is a different story. I travel a lot around the country and I get to talk to many
bikers while they are on the road, especially riding to Laconia, NH for Bike Week.
At least 75,000 to 100,000 riders avoid this state BOTH ways by using Interstate 80 through PA
which is toll free and a very smooth ride when compared to our Thruway. What does this cost
when you multiply the total by gas stops, oil changes, tires, batteries motels ect ect.
Well I figure the price at about a loss of almost $100 million per year and that is being conservative.
Because of the helmet law NYS has become an island that no one wants to come to anymore.
We did not get the helmet bill through this year but in the next legislative session I plan on pushing
this pitch with the tourism bureau to try and garner more support for a repeal. 31 states are now
helmet free and NO adverse reactions anywhere, just like I have said all along that the USDOT is
one big bureaucratic liar.
Now after visiting over 100 offices in Albany I can get back to fighting for a repeal of the UNSAFEACT.
adolf “THE MAGNILOQUENT FORNICATING BABY KILLER” cuomo must go and WE need to TAKE
BACK OUR STATE!
RIDE SAFE! jeddy

Odins Crue M.C.
447 Hamlin Center Rd.
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Motorcycle Profiling Bill
S T A T E
O F
N E W
Y O R K
________________________________________________________________________
7424
I N

S E N A T E

May 14, 2014
___________
Introduced by Sen. SANDERS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Committee on Finance
AN ACT to amend the executive law, in relation to motorcycle profiling
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED IN SENATE AND
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

ASSEM-

Section 1. The executive law is amended by adding a new section 839-a
to read as follows:
S 839-A. MOTORCYCLE PROFILING. 1. THE MUNICIPAL POLICE TRAINING COUNCIL SHALL ENSURE THAT ISSUES RELATED TO MOTORCYCLE PROFILING ARE
ADDRESSED IN BASIC LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING AND OFFERED TO IN-SERVICE
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS IN CONJUNCTION WITH EXISTING TRAINING REGARDING
PROFILING.
2. LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES SHALL ADD A STATEMENT CONDEMNING
MOTORCYCLE PROFILING TO EXISTING POLICIES REGARDING PROFILING.
3. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "MOTORCYCLE PROFILING" MEANS THE
ILLEGAL USE OF THE FACT THAT A PERSON RIDES A MOTORCYCLE OR WEARS MOTORCYCLE-RELATED PARAPHERNALIA AS A FACTOR IN DECIDING TO STOP AND QUESTION, TAKE ENFORCEMENT ACTION, ARREST, OR SEARCH A PERSON OR VEHICLE
WITH OR WITHOUT A LEGAL BASIS UNDER THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION OR
NEW YORK STATE CONSTITUTION.
S 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have become a law; provided, however that effective immediately, the
addition, amendment and/or repeal of any rules or regulations necessary
for the implementation of the foregoing provisions of this act on its
effective date is authorized and directed to be made and completed on or
before such effective date.

EXPLANATION--Matter in ITALICS (underscored) is new; matter in brackets
[ ] is old law to be omitted.
LBD07056-01-3
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Here is a lis�ng of the bills rela�ng to motorcycles in the NYS legislature.
•

A01028Increases the fine for operating a motorcycle with a muffler that produces excessive or unusual
noise from one hundred dollars to seven hundred dollars

•

A01067Requires five hour pre-licensing course to include a motorcycle safety and awareness component, and
the driver’s license examina�on to include ques�ons

•

A01342Prohibits the performance of illegal maneuvers while opera�ng a motorcycle; penal�es and fines

•

A01416Requires motorcycle user to wear helmets that meet the requirements of the US department of

transporta�on
•

A03191Permits the prora�on of vehicle registra�on fees for stolen vehicles

•

A03299Allows for dis�nc�ve plates to be issued for members of the New York city fire riders motorcycle club

•

A03530Exempts bicycle, motorcycle, snowmobile and equestrian helmets from sales and use tax

•

A03594Relates to motorcycle profiling

•

A03598Directs the commissioner of motor vehicles to provide motorcycle owners with a no�ce of the laws
regarding uniden�fiable motor vehicle parts

•

A03600Relates to motorcycle insurance policies

•

A03770Prohibits the driving of motor vehicles or motorcycles in bicycle lanes and bicycle paths in N.Y. city

•

A04094Requires any passenger-type motor vehicles to be equipped with an outside passenger mirror

•

A04680Requires the surfaces of non-commercial vehicles and commercial vehicles with a gross vehicle weight
ra�ng of ten thousand pounds or less to be cleared of snow

•

A05213Allows for dis�nc�ve plates to be issued for members of the New York city fire riders motorcycle club

•

A06055Makes comprehensive motor vehicle insurance repara�ons (no-fault insurance) applicable to
motorcycles

•

A06316Provides that motorcyclists under the age of twenty-one shall wear protec�ve helmets of a type

approved by the commissioner when opera�ng or riding a motorcycle
•

A06492Establishes the crime of aggravated reckless driving

•

A08349Relates to illegal maneuvers while opera�ng a motorcycle

•

A08384Requires a permit for the assembly of motorcycles where motorcyclists assemble to ride

•

A09083Establishes a motorcycle safety awareness component as a requirement for licensing

•

S00097Directs the commissioner of motor vehicles to provide motorcycle owners with a no�ce of the laws
regarding uniden�fiable motor vehicle parts

•

S00277Requires motorcycles to be operated on public highways with both wheels on the ground at all �mes

•

S00396Provides that ownership of uniden�fiable part in iden�fiable motorcycle, other than stolen motorcycle
shall be returned to owner a�er inves�ga�on

•

S00752Establishes the crime of aggravated reckless driving

•

S00820Permits the prora�on of vehicle registra�on fees for stolen vehicles

•

S00841Requires the surfaces of non-commercial vehicles and commercial vehicles with a gross vehicle weight
ra�ng of ten thousand pounds or less to be cleared of snow
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